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Hi Panther Families,

On Friday, I made a very heartfelt announcement to my faculty that I will be retiring
this summer. I began my journey as an educator in 1987, and for the last 38 years, I
have loved every part of being a teacher and a school leader, including working in
St. Johns County. It is time to give back to my family who have helped me decorate
my classrooms, grade papers, move from one school to another, set up and
chaperone dances, attend athletics events, and on and on! I will get to spend
meaningful time with my mother Gloria, who is 92 years young, get to be Nani Gina
to my newest granddaughter, Mila, travel to Wyoming to be with my Lillie, Johnny,
and Rocc,o and enjoy my Jax babies, Skyler, Tristian, Charley and Blake ❤ I will
squeeze in some time for Mr. Fonseca too! 

I want to say thank you to the teachers and staff who make Nease, Nease! They are
truly the foundation of an EXTRAORDINARY educational institution. Every day I
walk on this campus, I am in awe at the level of rigor, accountability, and love they
have for our students. I see what they do and appreciate the unwavering
commitment they give every day! Nease is a very special place and will forever be in
my heart. I have made so many new friends and connections, and cannot say enough
about our students. 

Our students are absolutely INCREDIBLE!! I will miss them the MOST!!  
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Panthers, my goal was to lead with love. I hope I am leaving you with a good memory, sound
advice, or an opportunity that has also allowed you to grow. I am here through the summer,
and I sincerely promise to give 110% the remainder of the school year! 

How fortunate that I got to be a Panther and part of the Nease Legend. We are lucky if we come
across a few individuals in our lifetime who move us and challenge us in a way that allows us
to grow. I experienced a school community that did this for me. 
Thank you ALL for this! 

Once a Panther, ALWAYS a Panther ❤ Sharing a few photos of “My Why”
Tradition Lives Here! 
Gina Fonseca, Principal
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Please consider helping out one of our partner schools, 
Webster Elementary ❤
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Please join us in congratulating student SOPHIE DUAN
who will be representing Nease High School and St. Johns County in

the 2026 International Science Fair! 
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American Heart Association Donation Link

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww2.heart.org%2Fsite%2FTR%2FGoRedforWomen%2FGSA-GreaterSoutheastAffiliate%3Fpg%3Dpersonal%26px%3D31025614%26fr_id%3D12959&data=05%7C02%7Cgina.fonseca%40stjohns.k12.fl.us%7C12b763cdfccd4a8c533408de6ca34333%7Cb3b3d057fc124f3f92f472be6e844351%7C0%7C0%7C639067645670942767%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=74CFU%2FMBEXqOUIS6MY84S%2Blqz%2FpADNdotRnmdSqpDu4%3D&reserved=0
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Nease Dance Team kicks their way to finals!
Congratulations!! 
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National Signing Day  2026
CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR ATHLETES!!
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Congratulations Nease Boys Basketball 
on a great season!
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Nease Track and Field
Season has arrived!
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Girls Weightlifting State Championships
All of the girls placed in the top-15 in the state!

Olympic (Snatch + Clean & Jerk)
Sophie Hunze - 13th Place

Mallory Vasquez - 11th Place
Rae Zeigler - 7th Place

 
Traditional (Clean & Jerk + Bench press)

Sophie Hunze - 12th Place
Rae Zeigler - 11th Place

 
Sophomore Rae Zeigler extended her own 183lb School

Records in the Snatch, Clean & Jerk, Bench Press, Olympic 

CONGRATULATIONS ON A GREAT SEASON!!
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Girl’s Lacrosses



Y
our paragraph text

Your paragraph text

Y
our paragraph text



Y
our paragraph text

Your paragraph text

 Academy students had the chance to make the most of their Excel time recently with
the launch of the school’s “Pizza with a Pro” series. This guest speaker series, focused
on giving our students an edge on the soft skills they need for professional success,

kicked off in a way that many professional interactions do — with a handshake. Led by
Toastmaster Chris Engl, and supported by fellow Toastmasters Club member Roberto
Fortuna and Nease student Rodrigo Ruiz, the Academy students started with a lesson
on handshake etiquette. The focus of this first session centered around professional

communication skills, and featured beginner, intermediate, and advanced techniques for
effectively communicating with others in a professional realm. This included how to

conduct yourself during an initial interaction with someone and advanced into
techniques for composed conflict resolution. The students truly enjoyed this lunch and

learn opportunity, and we are so appreciative to Chris Engl, President of the Ponte
Vedra Toastmasters Club, for helping to coordinating this event!

 First Career Academy “Pizza with a Pro” Session
is a success
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Academy seniors, if you have been enrolled in the Communications, Engineering or
Hospitality Academy for at least three years, you are eligible to purchase an Academy

cord. You must sign up for a cord via the Sign up genius:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080D4CA8AD2FA3FC1-61713926-copy AND pay
for the cord via the Schoolpay link: https://www.schoolpay.com/pay/for/20252026-

Nease-Academy-Graduation-Cords/SdBW0Tm
Cords cost 8 dollars. You must sign up and pay by February 27th. 

Communications Academy students get blue cords, Engineering Academy students
get red cords, and Hospitality Academy students get aqua cords. Please make sure

you only sign up for the Academy you have been enrolled in for at least 3 years. If you
sign up under the wrong Academy, the wrong color cord will be ordered for you and
the correct cord will not be available. Additionally, if parents sign up via the Sign Up

Genius, they must enter their student’s name in the comment.

Academy Seniors: Time To Order Your Graduation Cord

Scholarship Season is Underway
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Academy students, there are a number of St. Johns County scholarship opportunities
out there, offered through INK! Here is a look at the scholarships offered, with a couple

of specific options just for Academy students. The application deadline for all
scholarships is March 2, 2026. You can reach the application portal at https://ink-

stjohns.org/programs/senior-scholarships/

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080D4CA8AD2FA3FC1-61713926-copy
https://www.schoolpay.com/pay/for/20252026-Nease-Academy-Graduation-Cords/SdBW0Tm
https://www.schoolpay.com/pay/for/20252026-Nease-Academy-Graduation-Cords/SdBW0Tm
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It definitely feels like winter out there…but summer will be here in no time! Here are
three camps that align with our Academy programs:

Summer Camp Opportunities

The University of Florida Summer Media Institute is
expanding! For the first time ever, they are going to

hold two sessions this summer to help meet
demand. Session 1 runs June 18-23 and focuses on

journalism and communication disciplines. Session 2
runs June 24-29 and will focus on sports journalism

and media. SMI is now an application-based
program. Students will need to submit an

application by March 5. Students accepted will be
notified March 6-10 and have a two-week period to

register and pay the registration fee, which will save
their spot. Registration costs $999 (includes camp,
lodging and food) and the scholarship form is part
of the initial application. You can learn more about

SMI at
https://www.jou.ufl.edu/summermediainstitute/

Communications Academy Students: UF’s Summer Media Institute

In December, all Communications, Hospitality, and Engineering Academy students were
asked to indicate if they want to remain in their current Academy for the 2026-27

school year by signing an Intent to Return roster. If the student checked “Yes,” than
that student will be automatically re-enrolled in the Academy for 2026-27. The student

will also receive a recommendation to move on to the next level Academy course, as
long as they are meeting Academy requirements. If an Academy student checked “No”
on the roster to indicate that they do not want to continue in the Academy next year, a
Program of Interest Drop Form has been sent home with those students. The drop form
must be completed by the student and parent and returned to Mrs. Combs in order to

remove the student from the program for 2026-27. If you have any questions about the
Intent to Return process, please reach out to Jaime Combs at

Jaime.combs@stjohns.k12.fl.us

Academy Intent to Return Process: Continuing in a program or 
dropping one for 2026-27

mailto:Jaime.combs@stjohns.k12.fl.us
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Jaime Combs, Nease Academy Coordinator

Engineering Academy Students 

Hospitality Academy Students 
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Already have a Cap and Gown? This is for you! 
 

This package is for individuals that have a gown already
from a previous graduate. Please make sure the gown you
have at home fits the current student and is the school’s
current design. If you are unsure, please give us a call at
904-363-1905. 

Cap & Tassel Unit price includes all applicable stoles, hoods,
medallions, diploma covers and or accessory items required
by your school and in your school’s custom colors. THESE
ITEMS ARE DELIVERED TO THE SCHOOL TOWARDS THE END OF
THE SCHOOL YEAR.

 
https://hjjax.com/product/cap-tassel-unit/

 

https://hjjax.com/product/cap-tassel-unit/
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A GUIDE TO SENIOR YEAR   
Click Here >>

SENIOR DUES
This $85 fee covers graduation expenses (facility rental, security, parking, flowers,
diplomas, honor cords, tickets, programs), an exclusive senior t-shirt, and seniors-
only activities throughout the year. Senior dues must be paid in order to be eligible to
purchase tickets for prom, attend graduation, and receive a printed diploma. If you
would like the opportunity to purchase a Grad Bash ticket, students MUST pay their
senior dues by August 24. The link below is NOW ACTIVE:

https://www.schoolpay.com/pay/for/Nease-Class-of-2026-Senior-
Dues/SbbtXq2

SENIOR PHOTO INFORMATION
This year, Allen D. Nease High School has partnered with CADY Studios as our official
photography studio. Please see the following flyers below to help plan your student’s
senior photos:

CADY Senior Booking Flyer

CADY Adviser Communication Kit for Senior Portraits

For more assistance, please go to https://home.cady.com/ 

CAP & GOWN INFORMATION
Herff Jones will be back on campus on September 2  to assist with cap and gown orders
during all lunches. Deadline to order is December 1 . 
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https://online.flippingbook.com/view/790829945/

https://www-nhs.stjohns.k12.fl.us/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/A-Guide-to-Senior-Year-CO2026.pdf
https://www.schoolpay.com/pay/for/Nease-Class-of-2026-Senior-Dues/SbbtXq2
https://www.schoolpay.com/pay/for/Nease-Class-of-2026-Senior-Dues/SbbtXq2
https://www-nhs.stjohns.k12.fl.us/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/CADY-Senior-Booking-Flyer.pdf
https://www-nhs.stjohns.k12.fl.us/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/CADY-Adviser-Communications-Kit-for-Senior-Portraits.pdf
https://home.cady.com/
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fonline.flippingbook.com%2Fview%2F790829945%2F&data=05%7C02%7CGina.Fonseca%40stjohns.k12.fl.us%7C0ab0685db78b4491ddd208dde668323e%7Cb3b3d057fc124f3f92f472be6e844351%7C0%7C0%7C638920057651390803%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KWSE5RWeBKrXlMKFXVeIt73ak4g5mhCjT16AcGGvWiQ%3D&reserved=0
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Tutoring EVERY Tuesday & Thursday from 4-5 p.m. and will be run by 
National Honor Society students.

Students may sign up at NHS Tutoring, 
but it is not necessary.

https://forms.office.com/r/njRJDfUVkQ
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If an investigation  nds that you knowingly submitted a false tip through FortifyFL, information on the device used will be provided to law enforcement, and you may 

be subject to criminal penalties. Otherwise, unless you choose to identify yourself when reporting, you will remain anonymous.

FortifyFL is a website and app developed at the direction of the Florida
Legislature. 

Any student, educator, parent or member of the public can report school
safety concerns directly to law enforcement and school administrators
anonymously and easily through the FortifyFL app or at the following link:

https://getfortifyfl.com/. 
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https://getfortifyfl.com/
https://getfortifyfl.com/
https://getfortifyfl.com/

