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Hi  Panther Families,

Happy Holidays! This week's edition of the Panther Press is packed with celebrations, including
the Holiday Band Concert, the Academy Showcase, Winter Sports, and more!  Please be sure to
take a moment to review. 

Next week is the last week of the semester. We have built time in the schedule to provide for
remediation and retakes, if needed. Please encourage your student to take advantage of these
opportunities and finish strong! 

If you have not noticed, our website has received an update! Thank you to Web Master and IBB
Coordinator, Amy Case, for working on updating our webpage. Please take a moment to
explore the website at https://www-nhs.stjohns.k12.fl.us/

Main Office Hours: 8:45am – 4:30pm       School Website
ALLEN D. NEASE HIGH SCHOOL      VOLUME 337     December 14, 2025

Finish Strong Panthers!
Gina Fonseca 
Principal

https://www-nhs.stjohns.k12.fl.us/
http://www-nhs.stjohns.k12.fl.us/
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LINK CREW COLLECTION DRIVE! 

Our Link Crew program is sponsoring a collection drive for the children at Wolfson
Children’s Hospital for the holidays. They are asking for donations of a variety of
activity books for children ranging from ages 1-15 and are hoping for donations from
the list in the flyer below. Reach to carolyn.milian@stjohns.k12  for questions.  All
donations must be turned in by Tuesday, Dec. 16th, please. Thank you so much for your
kindness and thoughtfulness to help make the holidays a little brighter for these
children. 
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Academy Students and Staff SHINE 
at the annual SJCSD Academy Showcase!!
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Special thanks to Digital Media Teacher Geoff
Stephens for lighting up the room in Nease Green!! 
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Congratulations to our International Thespians

Nease International Thespian students competed in the 
District 2 festival with outstanding performances!  

The festival consists of several high schools competing in solo & duet musical pieces,
acting, dancing, and playwright production. Our students were able to bring home 9
Superior ratings (the highest score ), 1
9 Excellent ratings, and 2 Good ratings. 

The ITS students will be preparing to take 6 acts to the state competition in the
spring. They will be bringing 6 Superior & 1 Excellent to the state competition in
Tampa over Spring Break. 

Nease Dance Class at the Nut Cracker Ballet
Thank you to PE teacher Lisa Fought
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Thank you to Band Director Ben Gaona and the Nease Jazz and Concert
Bands for a wonderful evening of music, ugly sweater contest, and
celebrations! A special thank you to the Nease School Advisory Committee
(SAC) for purchasing a new Baritone Saxophone pictured below.
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Your paragraph textBefore Thanksgiving break, our Wired and Sports Media students got an inside look at PGA
Tour’s 165,000-square-foot media facility…home to the largest golf footage library in the

world and the center for all PGA TOUR Media operations, including live production for PGA
TOUR LIVE, PGA TOUR Champions and Korn Ferry Tour, as well as the social media, digital
operations and international media. Students were invited to tour by a Nease alumnus and

member of the Communications Academy Advisory Board, Chris Sinclair. Chris, a Senior
Producer for Streaming Content, organized tours of the building for our students, who got

to see their brand-new production facility, including multiple studios, a massive control
room, audio booths, and more. The students watched as the production team was working

through a live broadcast of a tournament, got to speak with professionals including
additional Nease grads, and got a first-hand look at the professional world of sports media
and broadcast production. A huge thank you to Chris Sinclair for offering this opportunity

to our students!

In December, all Communications, Hospitality, and Engineering Academy students will be
asked to indicate if they want to remain in their current Academy for the 2026-27 school
year by signing an Intent to Return roster. If the student checks “Yes,” than that student

will be automatically re-enrolled in the Academy for 2026-27. The student will also receive
a recommendation to move on to the next level Academy course, as long as they are
meeting Academy requirements. If an Academy student checks “No” on the roster, to

indicate that they do not want to continue in the Academy next year, a Program of Interest
Drop Form will be sent home with those students in January. The drop form must be

completed by the student and parent and returned to Mrs. Combs in order to remove the
student from the program for 2026-27. If you have any questions about the Intent to
Return process, please reach out to Jaime Combs at Jaime.combs@stjohns.k12.fl.us

Academy Intent to Return Process: Continuing or dropping a program 
for 2026 - 27

Communications Academy TV Production Students Visit PGA Tour 
Entertainment Studios

mailto:Jaime.combs@stjohns.k12.fl.us
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For the third year in a row, seniors in the Stellar
Academy of Engineering are taking part in the

Deck the Chairs charity holiday event. Students are
provided with a full-sized lifeguard chair, and

tasked with dressing it up for the holidays while
representing an assigned theme. This year, with the

education-based chairs on display outside the
Jacksonville Zoo, and Nease’s has an under the sea
theme. Students designed the look of the chair and

all of the components, utilizing design software
and the equipment in Nease’s Engineering

Academy classroom. One of our students even
created an original game that can be played online
by scanning a QR code posted in front of the chair.
All of the Deck the Chairs entries will be on display

until January 1st. If you visit the Jacksonville Zoo
during the holiday season, be sure to keep an eye

out for Nease’s chair!

Your paragraph text

Kemp Turley, a student in Computer Integrated
Manufacturing, part of the Stellar Academy of

Engineering, is finding a way to give back to his
fellow students and the community. In partnership

with the St. Johns County School District ESE
Assistive Technology Department, Kemp designed,
prototyped and manufactured a key guard that will

help other students in St. Johns County School
district communicate and use technology more

easily. We hope this is the first in a series of
collaborations where Nease Engineering Students
can create solutions for fellow students that are

better, more economical and faster to receive than
what is currently available through other means.

Senior Engineering Academy Students Deck the Chair for Charity

Stellar Student Uses Engineering Skills to Help others
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Jaime Combs, Nease Academy Coordinator
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THIS WEEK
NHS Sports
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Winter Sports 
Soccer, Basketball, and Nease Wrestling

Come out and support our incredible athletes! 
Y
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Girls Weightlifting -12/3 Meet Results
 

Olympic
Nease - 65

Episcopal - 20
 

Traditional
Nease - 61

Episcopal - 35
FSDB - 2

 
Sophomore Mallory Vasquez broke the 129lb school records 

in the Snatch and Olympic Total!
 

Junior Vicente Trovao and Senior Naima Hodges competed in the USAW
Virus Weightlifting Finals in Daytona this weekend. This is a National

Weightlifting Meet. 
Both lifters made personal records in both the Snatch and Clean & Jerk!

 

Boys Weightlifting
Boys' Weightlifting Sign-ups will be in Room H102 all week.

There will be a Student Interest Meeting in H102 during EXCEL A.
Boys interested in competing this year should visit the following link and

sign up:
https://forms.gle/cqqwNmWf9Q3b4p7R7

 
Contact Coach Schoes in H102 or at sean.schoeneman@stjohns.k12.fl.us

with any questions.
 

https://forms.gle/cqqwNmWf9Q3b4p7R7
https://forms.gle/cqqwNmWf9Q3b4p7R7


Y
our paragraph text

Girls Weightlifting - 12/3



Y
our paragraph text

Nease Powderpuff Football
Athletic Leadership Council’s Powderpuff flag football tournament was a huge success last week!
The kids had fun while raising funds to support children in our community who are in palliative or
hospice care. 

In the playoffs, the Freshman won 7-34 vs the Sophomores, and the Juniors won 18-24 vs the
Seniors. The Championship game was a close battle with the Freshman taking the win against the
Juniors with a final score of 31-27. Due to an amazing spectator turnout and donations, the ALC is
able to sponsor 7 of the Peds Care children’s wish lists for the holidays and add to the seniors'
scholarships. Essay requirements for the ALC scholarships will be in the Panther Press next
semester; all seniors can apply. Happy Holidays! A HUGE thank you to everyone who helped,
volunteered, and cheered on/gave the girls your support this past week with the Powderpuff
games. 

Congratulations Freshman!!
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Thank you to our Counseling Team for presenting....
 Nease Acceleration Night. 

If you have questions please reach out to your School Counselor.

To view the 
presentation!

https://www-nhs.stjohns.k12.fl.us/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/NHS-25.26-Acceleration-Night-Presentation.pdf
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Overall Area 10 Orienteering
Regional Champions Nease 1 

Yellow course - Nease two - 2nd place
Nease one - 1st place 
 
Orange course- Nease two - 2nd place 
 
Orange course Nease one - 1st Place
 
Green course - Nease two - 5th Place 
 
Green course - Nease one - 1st Place
Nease 2 -  5th place overall 

 
 
 

Brain Brawl Teams 
3rd and 5th 

places 
at Terry Parker,

qualifying for
regionals!!

Congratulations NJROTC! 
Representing Nease in Drill, Orienteering, 

and Brain Brawl! 
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The Nease faculty and staff sincerely appreciate the time and service
provided by the Nease PTSO! The holiday breakfast and generous gift cards
were wonderful! While we greatly appreciate all of our volunteers, we
would like to recognize the 2026 Nease Outstanding Volunteer of the Year,
Christina Cummings (pictured on the far right). Christina serves on the
Nease PTSO and on the NJROTC Board. She will be recognized at the district
celebration in April! Thank you to all of you for AlL you do!!
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A GUIDE TO SENIOR YEAR   
Click Here >>

SENIOR DUES
This $85 fee covers graduation expenses (facility rental, security, parking, flowers,
diplomas, honor cords, tickets, programs), an exclusive senior t-shirt, and seniors-
only activities throughout the year. Senior dues must be paid in order to be eligible to
purchase tickets for prom, attend graduation, and receive a printed diploma. If you
would like the opportunity to purchase a Grad Bash ticket, students MUST pay their
senior dues by August 24. The link below is NOW ACTIVE:

https://www.schoolpay.com/pay/for/Nease-Class-of-2026-Senior-
Dues/SbbtXq2

SENIOR PHOTO INFORMATION
This year, Allen D. Nease High School has partnered with CADY Studios as our official
photography studio. Please see the following flyers below to help plan your student’s
senior photos:

CADY Senior Booking Flyer

CADY Adviser Communication Kit for Senior Portraits

For more assistance, please go to https://home.cady.com/ 

CAP & GOWN INFORMATION
Herff Jones will be back on campus on September 2  to assist with cap and gown orders
during all lunches. Deadline to order is December 1 . 

nd

st

https://online.flippingbook.com/view/790829945/

https://www-nhs.stjohns.k12.fl.us/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/A-Guide-to-Senior-Year-CO2026.pdf
https://www.schoolpay.com/pay/for/Nease-Class-of-2026-Senior-Dues/SbbtXq2
https://www.schoolpay.com/pay/for/Nease-Class-of-2026-Senior-Dues/SbbtXq2
https://www-nhs.stjohns.k12.fl.us/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/CADY-Senior-Booking-Flyer.pdf
https://www-nhs.stjohns.k12.fl.us/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/CADY-Adviser-Communications-Kit-for-Senior-Portraits.pdf
https://home.cady.com/
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fonline.flippingbook.com%2Fview%2F790829945%2F&data=05%7C02%7CGina.Fonseca%40stjohns.k12.fl.us%7C0ab0685db78b4491ddd208dde668323e%7Cb3b3d057fc124f3f92f472be6e844351%7C0%7C0%7C638920057651390803%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KWSE5RWeBKrXlMKFXVeIt73ak4g5mhCjT16AcGGvWiQ%3D&reserved=0
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Tutoring EVERY Tuesday & Thursday from 4-5 p.m. and will be run by 
National Honor Society students.

Students may sign up at NHS Tutoring, 
but it is not necessary.

https://forms.office.com/r/njRJDfUVkQ
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If an investigation  nds that you knowingly submitted a false tip through FortifyFL, information on the device used will be provided to law enforcement, and you may 

be subject to criminal penalties. Otherwise, unless you choose to identify yourself when reporting, you will remain anonymous.

FortifyFL is a website and app developed at the direction of the Florida
Legislature. 

Any student, educator, parent or member of the public can report school
safety concerns directly to law enforcement and school administrators
anonymously and easily through the FortifyFL app or at the following link:

https://getfortifyfl.com/. 
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https://getfortifyfl.com/

