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Dear Parents/Guardians,

This addition of the Panther Press highlights so many of the wonderful events, accomplishments, and
celebrations happening at Allen D. Nease. I would like to begin by taking a moment to recognize our
Teacher of the Year, Tara Amato, Hospitality Academy Teacher, Rookie Teacher of the Year, 
Amy Ryan, ESE Teacher, and the School Related Employee of the Year, Jaime Combs, our incredible
Academy Coordinator. 

These amazing educators were selected by their peers. There is not enough gratitude in the world to
express our thanks to ALL our teachers for what they do for our students. They give all they have, not just
in the classroom, but by sponsoring clubs, organizing fieldtrips, writing recommendations, coaching
athletics, and always contributing to well-rounded students.  We are so proud to have this amazing group
of educators represent Nease!

Main Office Hours: 8:45am – 4:30pm       School Website
ALLEN D. NEASE HIGH SCHOOL      VOLUME 331     October 5, 2025 

Let’s make it a great week, Panthers!
Gina Fonseca 
Principal

http://www-nhs.stjohns.k12.fl.us/
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National Merit Commended 

2025
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Academies Making a Difference

Nease is so fortunate to have such incredible Academy teachers. This email highlights the work
of engineering teacher John Beale and academy students, contributing to the learning of all
students in St. Johns County.

We are excited to begin the partnership with the engineering department at Nease! Teacher
John Beale has been essential in making this connection. The students in his classes will be
working on keyguards to help some of our Augmentative & Alternative Communication (AAC)
users in SJCSD have better physical access to their devices! A keyguard is an overlay with
openings that fit over a keyboard or touchscreen to help people with limited fine motor control
accurately select keys/ buttons. It works by providing a defined barrier around each key,
preventing accidental presses from other fingers, pointing sticks, or other input devices.
Keyguards improve activation accuracy and can be custom-made to fit specific keyboards or
devices.
 
In our school district, we have students using communication applications on an iPad as their
voice. Some students require a keyguard in order to successfully activate the buttons. Here are
some examples of different keyguards:

 
 

This project will help bring real world experience to the engineering students who will have to apply
their prior knowledge to create a solution that will benefit some of their peers or future students. In
addition, completing this project will give students an opportunity to be introduced to the rehab
engineering field. In the future, we hope to extend this partnership to include working on and
creating other types of assistive technology such as mounting and switch access. 
 
Jenn Whalen, ATP
St. Johns County School District
Exceptional Student Program

Jaime Combs, Nease Academy Coordinator



Y
our paragraph text

Your paragraph text

NJROTC first of (hopefully)
many military scholarship this

school year.

Congratulations to Cadet
Mitchell Spore, recieving an
NROTC full scholarship! 

On September
19th, our Navy

JROTC flag
football team

went against St.
Augustine's Army

JROTC in a
competition for

$1,000. At the end
our team won

with a score of 26-
18 making us two
time champs of

the annual Army-
Navy Flag Football

Game. 



Y
our paragraph text

Your paragraph text

Congratulations to our NJROTC Air Rifle 
Sporter Team: 2   place overallnd

Precision Team: 4  placeth

Just In!! Congratulations to our NJROTC Orienteering Team,
 placing 1  overall at the Brunswick HS Blythe Island st

State Park Orienteering Meet
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THIS WEEK
NHS Sports
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GPBC supports handicap seating at Nease

The GPBC Board is pleased to announce the completion of Nease’s newly renovated Handicap Fan Seating Area inside
Panther Stadium! Last season, the then Director of Memberships, Rebecca Roberts, was presented with an issue during
one home game where a spectator in a scooter had an area to view the game, but his family had nowhere to sit with him,
and an idea was born.
Enlisting the help of the GPBC Director of Facilities, Eric Sanders, ideas were put into place, and a plan was outlined.
Rebecca then reached out to Nease Student Athlete Isabella Mills and her family and asked if they would like to help.
Isabella Mills is a Senior on the Nease Cheer team; Isabella’s little sister Livy is paralyzed, and coming to the games as a
family has always posed a challenge. The medical stroller needs space, and with nowhere to sit and fans blocking the fence
in front of the area, being able to see the game and her sister cheer on the sidelines has proven difficult. Many times,
Isabella’s parents must take turns attending games, which also included their son’s soccer games (‘24 Nease Graduate)
due to a lack of seating, space, and proper accommodation. The Mills Family was happy to be a part of the project!

Once Nease High School had our new Athletic Director, Matthew Buckley, we shared our plan with him, he happily
approved, and we were on our way! Two sets of stadium chairs were installed, additional handicap signage was added to
the area and a proposal, designed by Isabella Mills herself, to better highlight the designated handicap seating was
measured out and completed by the Mills Family, Isabella and five additional Nease Student Athletes: Braden Felder
Football, Katie Key Swim & Dive, Reagan Roberts, Cheerleading, Bryce Walker Football and Ben Yarshes Volleyball. 

The installation, painting, and refresh of the area was completed ahead of Nease hosting St. Augustine on Friday,
September 19th. Nease High School is the only High School in St. Johns County to offer a handicap seating area of this
quality, and we pride ourselves and our students for being leaders in our community! #WeAreNease #BeDifferent.
Special Thanks to Isabella Mills and her family and to Eric Sanders for helping make this happen! 
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College Visits
This Week: 

University of
Alabama

Thurs Oct 9 - 1:00pm
Media Center
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Carolyn Milian – School Librarian Media Specialist
Email: carolyn.milian@stjohns.k12.fl.us 

Lorna Patterson – Media Clerk 
Media Center phone number – 904-547-8367

 

Hispanic Heritage Month is celebrated in the Nease Media Center.
Thank you to our students, parents, our Spanish teachers, and

Media Specialist, Carolyn Milian, for a spectacular event! 

There were foods donated from many 
Hispanic cultures, activities, and even Zumba. 

What a spectacular event! 
Muchas Gracias 

,

mailto:carolyn.milian@stjohns.k12.fl.us
mailto:carolyn.milian@stjohns.k12.fl.us
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COFFEE STATION DONATIONS! 
In our media center, we have a coffee station set up with a Keurig for our students to help themselves to a cup of coffee, tea, or hot
chocolate in the mornings, during lunch, and after school. With the start of the year, we have no supplies as of yet. If you are willing
and able to help donate so we can keep this going for our students, these are some of the items we need: 

K -cups (assorted)
10 oz. or smaller coffee cups (lots) 
Creamer (individual packs or powdered. No refrigerated creamers, please)
Individual sugar packets (no large containers)

 
Thank you so much for anything you can help out with so we can continue this little “perk” for our students. 

Carolyn Milian – School Librarian Media Specialist
Email: carolyn.milian@stjohns.k12.fl.us 

Lorna Patterson – Media Clerk 
Media Center phone number – 904-547-8367

 

PANTHERS!! Get your “Panther Café CeilingTile”! 
This is your chance to IMMORTALIZE yourself in our library! ALL students have the opportunity to take home
one of our café  area ceiling tiles, paint and personalize it, then have it placed back into our ceiling for a
donation of $20. Our Panther Café  ceiling is starting to fill up with BEAUTIFUL and original artwork from our
students. The money raised from this fundraiser will be used to purchase new technology for our media center
and other space enhancements and materials for our students, and at the same time have our Panthers
immortalized in our café  as these will never be repainted! Check out some examples below! Please contact me
in the media center for more information.

LIBRARY ACCESS FORM
Parents, this form is available to ALL families if you would like to restrict access to library materials for
your child in our school library media center. If you have questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to

reach out to Mrs. Milian for additional information. 
 

mailto:carolyn.milian@stjohns.k12.fl.us
mailto:carolyn.milian@stjohns.k12.fl.us
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A GUIDE TO SENIOR YEAR   
Click Here >>

SENIOR DUES
This $85 fee covers graduation expenses (facility rental, security, parking, flowers,
diplomas, honor cords, tickets, programs), an exclusive senior t-shirt, and seniors-
only activities throughout the year. Senior dues must be paid in order to be eligible to
purchase tickets for prom, attend graduation, and receive a printed diploma. If you
would like the opportunity to purchase a Grad Bash ticket, students MUST pay their
senior dues by August 24. The link below is NOW ACTIVE:

https://www.schoolpay.com/pay/for/Nease-Class-of-2026-Senior-
Dues/SbbtXq2

SENIOR PHOTO INFORMATION
This year, Allen D. Nease High School has partnered with CADY Studios as our official
photography studio. Please see the following flyers below to help plan your student’s
senior photos:

CADY Senior Booking Flyer

CADY Adviser Communication Kit for Senior Portraits

For more assistance, please go to https://home.cady.com/ 

CAP & GOWN INFORMATION
Herff Jones will be back on campus on September 2  to assist with cap and gown orders
during all lunches. Deadline to order is December 1 . 

nd

st

https://online.flippingbook.com/view/790829945/

https://www-nhs.stjohns.k12.fl.us/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/A-Guide-to-Senior-Year-CO2026.pdf
https://www.schoolpay.com/pay/for/Nease-Class-of-2026-Senior-Dues/SbbtXq2
https://www.schoolpay.com/pay/for/Nease-Class-of-2026-Senior-Dues/SbbtXq2
https://www-nhs.stjohns.k12.fl.us/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/CADY-Senior-Booking-Flyer.pdf
https://www-nhs.stjohns.k12.fl.us/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/CADY-Adviser-Communications-Kit-for-Senior-Portraits.pdf
https://home.cady.com/
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fonline.flippingbook.com%2Fview%2F790829945%2F&data=05%7C02%7CGina.Fonseca%40stjohns.k12.fl.us%7C0ab0685db78b4491ddd208dde668323e%7Cb3b3d057fc124f3f92f472be6e844351%7C0%7C0%7C638920057651390803%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KWSE5RWeBKrXlMKFXVeIt73ak4g5mhCjT16AcGGvWiQ%3D&reserved=0
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Tutoring EVERY Tuesday & Thursday from 4-5 p.m. and will be run by 
National Honor Society students.

Students may sign up at NHS Tutoring, 
but it is not necessary.

https://forms.office.com/r/njRJDfUVkQ
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If an investigation  nds that you knowingly submitted a false tip through FortifyFL, information on the device used will be provided to law enforcement, and you may 

be subject to criminal penalties. Otherwise, unless you choose to identify yourself when reporting, you will remain anonymous.

FortifyFL is a website and app developed at the direction of the Florida
Legislature. 

Any student, educator, parent or member of the public can report school
safety concerns directly to law enforcement and school administrators
anonymously and easily through the FortifyFL app or at the following link:

https://getfortifyfl.com/. 
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